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The Apology by Socrates
The Apology is considered by historians as the most realistic account of Socrates’ defense of himself before the Athenian Council of the charges brought against him by a man named Meletus.  The charges brought against Socrates led to his indictment. One of the main charges brought against Socrates was that he did not believe in the gods of the city and so he was creating his own god. The early Athenian society believed in the power of the gods. In fact, political leaders adored the gods and also people gave due honor the gods who they believed protected their cities. Not to honor the gods was considered to be treason since it undermined the power of political leaders in society. Besides being accused of being a philosopher, Socrates was accused of not honoring the gods of the city as was an earlier generation known as Anaxagoras. They claimed that Socrates insisted that the sun was a hot rock and not Apollo. For this reason, Socrates was denying the legitimacy of Greek leadership who traced their ancestry back to Apollo. 
Socrates was also accused of corrupting the youth in society. This charge stemmed from identifying Socrates as a Sophist. Sophists were considered people who went across towns persuading the youths to adopt certain views that even sophists might be ignorant of the topic which they were speaking to the youths. They targeted young men who wanted to have an influence in politics. He was accused of studying things both in heaven and earth thus teaching the youths about topics that were not embraced in society at that time. He was teaching the youths to rebel the gods that had protected the cities for many years. Many people in Greek society did not trust Sophists. From the Apology, it can be seen that Socrates was aware of the charges that were brought against him before the Athenian Council. In the apology, he stated that the sworn statement of his accusers asserted that he did injustice by corrupting the youth and not believing in the gods of the city. Socrates was also aware of his responsibilities (Thomas, 200). He declared that the law must be upheld and a defense speech made. Therefore, to understand whether Socrates was guilty or not guilty of the charges, it is important to understand if he was aware of the charges against him and if he was willing to take responsibility of the charges, which he acknowledges in his speechOn the charge of not believing in the Athenian gods, the best way to understand whether he was guilty or not is to know whether he directly or indirectly admitted to the accusation. 
In his apology, Socrates indeed stated that he believed in gods in fact the daimons. But even in the heat of trial and sentencing and probably facing death, Socrates did not admit that the gods he believed in were actually established Athenian gods. This can easily point out to him being guilty of the charge. The second issue is that he continuously refers to a single god. For example, he talks of his devotion to the god. He readily admitted to talking to his own diamon. He stated that something divine and daimonic came to him in a voice. He then makes a connection between his daimon dreams and divinity and the single god. Also, after he has been sentenced to death, he linked the sign of god with his customary divination from the daimonion. These words prove that indeed Socrates confirmed his guilt of creating his own god (Thomas, 300).  
Socrates was also guilty of corrupting the youths. The primary goal pursued by Socrates was pursuing the truth. Pursing the truth in the ancient Greek society meant someone would go against the laws instilled in society in one way or the other. The strongest evidence to prove that he was indeed guilty of this accusation can be drawn from this argument of pursuing truth in private rather than in public. This is why he went ahead to preserve himself from Athenian power stricture before he went on trial by keeping his advocacy private. From this action, he was well aware that he was breaking the law. And this can be the reason as to why he did not offer a serious defense to the accusation. Therefore, it is worth saying that Socrates was much aware that he was guilty of all the charges because he did not call any witnesses and also did not declare his innocence.    
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